Hug 18 06 ll:31p HP 



713-937-8823 



Serial No. 10/828,604 
Amendment and Response to Office Action Mailed: 4/18/2006 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 

application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (currently amended) A latch assembly to connect a component to a rack, the 
assembly comprising: 

a latch spring attached to a component and moveable between an engaged and 
a disengaged position, wherein in the engaged position said latch spring is 
engaged with a catch that is attached to a rack and in the disengaged 
position said latch spring is disengaged from the catch; and 

a lever rotatably mounted to the component and rotatable about an axis of 

rotation between a latched position and an unlatched position, wherein 
rotation of said lever from the latched position to the unlatched position 
moves said latch spring from the engaged position to the disengaged 
position in a direction parallel to the axis of rotation[[.]] and; 

wherein the latch spring further comprises: 

a fixed end attached to the component 

a soring body extending from said fixed end at an angle to the component: 
and 

an engaging end disposed on said soring body opposite said fixe d end, with a 
disenaaoino surface extending from and at an angle to sa id soring body, 
and with an offset surface extending from and at an an cle to said 
disengaging surface, wherein said engaging end is opera ble to engage 
the catch. 

2. (canceled) 
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3. (canceled) 

4. (Currently amended) The latch assembly of claim ftZ]) I wherein said offset 
surface is parallel to said fixed end. 

5. (Currently amended) The latch assembly of claim [[3]] 1 wherein said engaging 
end further comprises an engaging surface extending from said offset surface in a 
direction toward said fixed end. 

6. (Original) The latch assembly of claim 1 further comprising a receptacle 
disposed on the catch and sized so as to receive one end of said latch spring. 

7. (Original) The latch assembly of claim 1 wherein the catch is connected to a rail 
assembly that is connected to the rack. 

8. (Original) The latch assembly of claim 1 wherein said lever further comprises: 
a body having a longitudinal axis; 

an axle extending from said body and rotatably connected to the component; 
a paddle extending from said body in a direction perpendicular to the longitudinal 
axis of said body. 

9. (Original) The latch assembly of claim 8 wherein said paddle is operable to 
maintain said latch spring in the disengaged position when said lever is in the unlatched 
position. 

10. (Original) The latch assembly of claim 1 wherein said lever rotates 
approximately 90 degrees between the latched and unlatched positions. 
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1 1 . (Original) The latch assembly of claim 10 further comprising a torsion spring 
operable to urge said lever to the latched position. 

12. (Currently amended) A method for interfacing a component with a rack, the 
method comprising: 

engaging a latch spring attached to the component with a catch attached to the 
rack; 

disengaging the latch spring from the catch by rotating a component mounted 
lever about an axis from a latched position to an unl atched position, 
wherein a torsion spring urges the lever to the la tched position, and 
wherein the latch spring is disengaged by a paddle d isposed on the lever 
engaging a disengaging surface of the latch soring so as to move the latch 
spring in a direction parallel to the axis and out of e ngagement with the 
catch ; and 

sliding the component at least partially out of the rack. 

13. (canceled) 

14. (Original) The method of claim [[1 3]] 12 further comprising rotating the lever to 
an unlatched position wherein the paddle disengages from the disengaging surface. 

15. (canceled) 

16. (Original) The method of claim 14 further comprising sliding the component 
back into the rack such that an engaging surface of the latch spring contacts the catch 
and urges the latch spring to a position that allows the latch spring to engage the catch. 

17-19 (canceled). 
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